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The sports betting sector is perhaps the most agile part of the online gaming 
sector when it comes to responding to market forces and identifying opportunities. 
iNTERGAMINGi talked to some of sports betting’s biggest names – and 
leading innovators

Changing the game

I T really wasn’t that long ago that the 
onl ne s orts e   ng n stry wel o e  
n lay wager ng  o le a s an  ore 

re ently  ash o t e   ng
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BERNARD MARANTELLI, CEO AND 
FOUNDER OF COLOSSUS BETS:

“2015 was the year that 
ar  a  ash t  e a i  
ayers t  a  r  ts 
 a  e  et i  

arts  e e  t  
the s e e  
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“The trend for in-play wagers sees no sign of 
a a  ng and ad ro es re ently posted so e 
re ar a le n ers s ppor  ng this no  on  
This for  of e   ng  nas ent  e years ago  now 
o ands an e er-in reasing per entage of 

t rno er  ligned perfe tly to the ash-o t and 
in-play op  ons is the in reasing n er of 
li e-strea ed e   ng opport ni  es  

“ ir s ha e realised that eeping sto ers 
on site  where they an wat h the a  on while 
they et  is a tre endo s way of aintaining 
engage ent in an era where rand loyalty is all 

t e  n t  

“ istori al e   ng pa  erns 
show that the ropean ha pionships 
tradi  onally pro ide a a or oost to all 

oo a ers and therefore represent the perfe t 
opport nity to ta e a new approa h to dri e 

ore re en es thro gh intera  e in-play 
e   ng ser i es  

“Two years is a long  e in te hnologi al 
ter s so the hanges that ha e ta en pla e 
sin e the  orld p in ra il ha e een 
i ense  Therefore  one thing is for s re  

ro  in ran e will e the ost so ial  
intera  e and sharea le spor  ng e ent there 
has e er een  

“ o ile ser i es pro iding li e entertain ent  
s h as etradar s re ently released i e at h 

entre for the ropean ha pionships  
o ined with f n o ponents and olt-ons  

will ens re a new genera  on of p nters are 
engaged and entertained

 “ ar  al ash-o t is a 
feat re synony o s with and perfe tly s ited 
to l  -leg foot all a a  ets  whi h o io sly 

a es it a o pelling prod t feat re for 
ro  
“ s a o pany whose ain siness is 

pro iding  partners with a ess to l  -
illion po nds a pot pools led y top-  er 

foot all  ro  is a h ge fo s
“ n the onte t of o r pools  the partners with 

who  we are rrently ontra  ng are ery 
fo sed on the to rna ent

“ i e strea ing won t 
e an i portant feat re for the ros as all the 

ga es will e a aila le in  on terrestrial T  
t there is no do t that in-play and ash-o t 

will e at the forefront of the oo a ers  

ad er  sing a paigns  ro  a personal point of 
iew we now de and for o r oals orer ri es 

and e  le ent syste  will e great  
“ oals orers are a high- argin prod t and 

will help aintain interest for p nters in this 
e panded ropean ha pionships  ny  e 
goals orers  are at hing p with the  rst 
goals orer  prod t as the go-to goals orer et  

“ dding win draw lose asts  all a aila le ia 
 an pro ide ga e-long e   ng interest and 

ore a  ra  e pri ing

“Than s in part to the oo  in 
infor a  on in  p nters are now e  er 
infor ed than e er efore and ha e a see ingly 

n en ha le thirst for data  This trend will 
do tless on  n e this year and eyond  

perators who ha e the fastest and ost relia le 
data feeds  allowing deli ery of as h data as 
their sto ers an handle  will e in good stead 
ahead of a sy s er alendar of sport

“ ith ar ee e ents s h as ro  
p nters will ta e their siness elsewhere if they 
an t get the e   ng infor a  on they need

“To re ain 
o pe   e within o r ni he of the se tor we 

ha e i pro ed and e tended o r ore algorith  
“ e an now o  er p to  indi id al 

player ar ets  o r o erage le els ha e also 
in reased in re ent  es with the elgian 

piler leag e the latest e tension to the 
ser i e  or details on o r f ll o erage isit 
www gps-syste o o erage  

“ e ha e so e ideas p o r slee e regarding 
the f t re t these will re ain in-ho se 
for now

“SIS has always been at the forefront 
of the ind stry when it o es to deli ering data 
and pi t res  and in  we la n hed o r own 
pri ing ser i e  s pported by a new trading tea  
and  will see an e pansion of o r pri ing 
ser i es to ore areas  r sto ers an now 
bene  t fro  o prehensi e pri ing sol  ons in 
addi  on to o r e is  ng por  olio of ontent

“ e are also a ing f rther strides to e tend 
o r strea ing o  er  In  we la n hed o r 

ltra-low laten y strea ing pla  or  whi h 
is op  ised for be   ng and has the  e ibility 
to deli er any ontent  anywhere in the world 
fro  satellite and I  e also e panded o r 
strea ing ontent o  er by adding S for 
interna  onal sto ers  in addi  on to e tending 
o r Singapore and eydan horsera ing 
strea ing rights  

“In e e ber o r new obile on de and 
ga es went li e on the S y egas website  The 

T  browser-based ga es are an ind stry 
 rst as they enable sers to play any  e  

anywhere  rather than be restri ted to s hed led 
ra es  The intera  e ga es in l de horse 
ra ing  greyho nd and y ling arie  es and 
pro ide p nters with p to si -  es ore be   ng 
opport ni  es than rrent tradi  onal  s hed led 
irt al ra es

“The s ite of ga es also in l ded seasonal 
hrist as ga es - Santa Sa  a ing and Santa 
hi ney a ing  and f rther seasonal ga es will 

be a ailable in the f t re

 “ e are on  n ing to add 
new  partners into o r shared li idity pool  
with the ob e  e of a ing s the ro illions 
of the sports be   ng world   

“ t the beginning of  we released the 
world s biggest free-to-play predi tor ga e 
with a  wee ly i  a pot  It is si ilar in 
str t re to S y s h gely pop lar S per  b t 
with added feat res in l ding leg-by-leg 
ash-o t  whi h enables players to ta e pro  ts 

fro  their free  ets as the at hes in the pool 
are resol ed o er the wee end  

“ way fro  o r ore ho e of sports be   ng 
we ha e in ested in and released the world s  rst 
and only  ash-o t slot  oloss s ra pot  whi h 

went li e with S y egas in the fo rth arter 
of  and we ha e a series of other ra pot 
ga es being rolled o t in 

“ r ision is to be o e 
the ind stry s ni e -degree one-stop-
shop  pro ider  This an only be a hie ed by 
an  ipa  ng the de ands and trends of the 
be   ng and ga ing se tor  sto ers  ideas 
and e perien es are a ital so r e of inno a  on 
for s  b t the press re is also on operators 
to ens re they ha e the best sportsboo  
prod ts possible  

“ art of this o es down to an int i  e 
nderstanding of the end ser  perators 

will need to si plify and anage their daily 
opera  ons in a fast  e   ient and ost-e  e  e 

anner  etradar s anaged Trading Ser i es 
fo ses in on this de and by enabling the  
to delegate their ris  and liability anage ent 
to o r pro en ind stry e perts and o r goal is 
to see the TS a e a real i pa t  rede  ning 
no  ons of what a single be   ng sol  ons 
pro ider an do  

“ esides a to a  ng the be   ng pro esses  
the fo s will also be on pro iding entertaining 
and re en e-dri ing sol  ons  or o r li e 
hannels  we are on the erge of o  ering 

pre io sly ne pe ted opport ni  es for 
strea ing prod ts within the be   ng ind stry  
The fo s will be on genera  ng e en ore 
entertain ent as well as bet s  la  on 
o bined with li e strea s  to a i ise the 

t rno er poten  als of sportsboo s  
“ ore de elop ents ha e followed o r 

s ess with irt al sports  and we ha e now 
released the ne t b ilt for be   ng  irt al sports 
e perien e  irt al as etball - to strengthen 
o r posi  on as the ar et-leading pro ider 
of irt al sports  ast b t not least  etradar 
has re ently entered into an e l si e data 
partnership with the le troni  Sports eag e  
pro iding o r lients with the highest ality 
data feeds a ailable in e-sports be   ng

“ nters are in fa t be o ing 
in reasingly de anding  yes  They e pe t 
entertaining and bet-s  la  ng tools  as well as 
deep infor a  on fro  sports be   ng operators  
in order to analyse bets  Therefore  an inno a  e 

lt re is be o ing an e er ore ital ele ent 
of b siness s ess  nd how o panies 
inno ate is hanging  

TOBIAS BRUNNER, DIRECTOR OF 
MARKETING OPERATIONS AT BETRADAR: 

“To put it simply, 
we are in an 
industry that 
requires constant 
inno a  on and the 
highest standards 
of reliability.” 
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Marantelli, Colossus: 

i  en, :
e aratna , u er o er:

PAUL WITTEN, 
COMMERCIAL DIRECTOR 
AT SIS:

“With marquee events 
such as Euro 2016, 
punters will take their 
business elsewhere 
if they can’t get the 
be   ng informa  on 
they need.” 
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strongest sportsbooks will survive. 
is s  kno k on e  e t on i proving 

u lit   we ker o  erings n si pl  be ignore  
b   usto er presente  wit  su  oi e.

  is going to be  nt s   
event w ere t e in ustr  will eet to is uss t e 
ke  issues  innov  ons  pro u ts n  rkets. 

ll o  t e  te  re looking orw r  to 
it i ensel . 

e ve got plent  to s ow n  tell  
n  ig  on  priorit  list is to s re our 

e i  ng new ontent  istribu  on  n  g ing 
pro u ts n  servi es.  i r  is lre  
 lling st wit  ee  ngs wit  ke  people ro  

oper tors spre  rig t ross t e worl  n  
 n t w it to get st rte .  s n e i  ng 

suite o  pro u ts n  servi es to s ow se on 
our st n .

 “Because I think 2016 
will be the year that par  al cash out starts to 
inva e wi er ga ing ver  cals  I think we will be 
swa pe  with interest on our racpot ga es.

“Innova  on in slots has generally been li ite  
to the a i  on of the latest ollywoo  ovie 
franchise onto an exis  ng ga e engine  2016 
will be the year par  al cash out revolu  onises 
slots even ore than it i  for sports be   ng 
in 2015.

“ICE 2015 was a huge success 
for Betra ar. ur stan  en e  up being the key 
hangout for e bers of the sports be   ng an  
ga ing in ustry. o  what oes 2016 have in 
store for Betra ar an  its clients  e are looking 
forwar  to picking up where we le   o   provi ing 
state of the art pro uct e onstra  ons  
launching an  presen  ng our latest pro uct 
innova  ons an  aking a visit to our stan  both 
infor a  ve an  entertaining. 

“Visitors can further expect a huge extension 
of our live o s coverage an  experience 
the a vantages an  bene  ts of  for their 
business. ur live strea ing unit will showcase 
how the live channel increases the a  rac  veness 
of sportsbooks an  axi ises revenues through 
the integra  on of our live strea s into their 
website. or the virtual por  olio  we will take the 
next step in an increasingly obile worl  to let 
punters en oy virtual sports be   ng on the go  
anywhere. Clich  as it ay soun  the Betra ar 
stan  at ICE is the best bet to see what the future 
of sports be   ng will involve.

 “I fully expect ICE 
to be bigger an  ore populous than ever. 

he increasing awareness shown fro  foreign 
govern ents to the legisla  on of their own 
ga bling arkets eans that this show will 
feature ore an  ore overseas visitors. 

“ btaining licences for these newly e erging 
countries is a tricky business an  there is li  le 

oubt that co pliance issues will take up 
any a  r s  legal tea s in 2016. i  ering tax 

regula  on by territory ean analysis of pro  ts 
an  argins will co e un er increase  scru  ny. 

ith the utch govern ent announcing plans 
for a 2  per cent gross revenue taxa  on sche e 
there will nee  to be a large i  erence in prices 
between o  erings.  125 per cent 1x2 arket 
woul  be looke  upon with erision in the  
but this ay beco e the nor  in areas with 
par  cularly high taxa  on etho s. 

“ his will be a very interes  ng co plicate  
area for co panies to eal with. ur  
syste  is well setup for this kin  of issue as we 
can provi e  r s with our raw pricing fee s. 

his allows a uch si pler way to a  argin 
epen ent on territory. 

“ e ve seen a plethora of ergers an  
ac uisi  ons in the last year an  there is li  le 

oubt that this will con  nue into 2016 especially 
for  r s hol ing licences in areas their pre ators 

ay not have been able to exploit.

JEEVE JEYARATNAM OF 
SUPER SOCCER:


